MEDIA RELEASE

FLAWED LOCKOUT PLAN UNDER ATTACK
Over 25,000 concerned members of the public have already expressed their anger at John Brumby’s lockout plans on major Melbourne Newspaper BLOGs and websites such as Facebook* and this number is expected to swell in coming weeks as public opposition campaigns take effect.
Licensees such as prominent Melbourne venue owner, Peter Iwaniuk are also now questioning the Governments and Victoria Police’s motives in setting a 2am curfew.
According to Mr Iwaniuk all other lockouts elsewhere (eg Brisbane & Ballarat) are set at 3am. Also in these locations, nightclub trading hours cease at 5am, so the night is already winding down – Melbourne by contrast is a major cosmopolitan city with an official 24 hour city policy in place.

Mr Iwaniuk indicated that he has written to the Premier seeking answers to: 
· Is 2am more to do with when police rosters finish than when crime incidents occur?

· Over the past 12 months how many police were rostered on in the CBD before and after 2am on Friday & Saturday nights with responsibility for policing entertainment precincts?

· If (as Mr Iwaniuk suspects from personal observations) there were virtually no police on duty after 2am isn’t this contradictory to their claims that the City is more dangerous after this time?

· What were the breakdown in crime statistics before and after 2am on Friday & Saturday nights? 
“The public has a right to know this information. The late night entertainment industry is concerned that the decision was based purely on police operational requirements, and not the best interests of the public’s civil rights or safety. After all, the industry was not represented or consulted on the Government’s Task Force, nor has there been any statistical data or research produced to back up the Government’s decision” emphasised Mr Iwaniuk.
Mr Iwaniuk further indicated that advice from his colleagues in Ballarat suggested that levels of violence in the streets after 3am had actually increased since the lockouts were introduced. 

According to Mr Iwaniuk, Ballarat also allows hospitality workers who finish shifts to enter after 3am, and that there is a passout system for smokers. Neither will apply to Melbourne’s proposed lockout, effectively treating the Melbourne public as second class.
For more information contact:

Peter Iwaniuk   0411 75 11 99

241 King Street Melbourne

Former President of the Nightclub Owners Association & Australian Nightclub and Bar Association

*See for example

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=16611626158
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=12780857349
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=26212140928
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=13415122573
