MEDIA RELEASE

2am Curfew a Major Embarrassment
A veteran of the hospitality industry, Peter Iwaniuk, has labelled the Government’s Lockout trial a cop out and major embarrassment for the State.

“To deprive hundreds of thousands of Victorians of their liberties because of the antisocial actions of a few is quite bizarre and disturbing” Mr Iwaniuk stressed.

“Rather than tackling the underlying causes of binge drinking and associated mental health issues, and improving security and infrastructure in entertainment precincts, the Government has introduced measures which will be counter-productive” Mr Iwaniuk stated.

“Lockouts will make Melbourne’s streets more dangerous with groups of young people loitering aimlessly and taking out their frustrations on innocent members of the public, as well as venue security and taxi drivers” warned Mr Iwaniuk.
“Even less police will now be available to protect the public. The Government has already diverted resources into squads of plain clothes police who will be encouraged to use unethical entrapment tactics to convict licensees of technical breaches of the law, and the numbers of this squad will also have to be further boosted to ensure compliance with lockouts when they come in force” added Mr Iwaniuk

Mr Iwaniuk stated that there will also be unfortunate social and economic consequences of this ill thought out decision. “People on shift work (including many hospitality workers) will be denied the opportunity to socialise and let off stress after work. Tourists will be frustrated and confused. Young people will be more likely to attend private unsupervised parties or drink in public places instead of, or after being locked out of nightclubs” stressed Mr Iwaniuk.
Mr Iwaniuk also slammed the Government for failing to consult the industry and undertake proper research. Mr Iwaniuk has pointed out that there was not one industry representative on the Ministerial Task Force or its Advisory Group nor were submissions invited or public comment sought on the Task Force’s recommendations.

Mr Iwaniuk added that the report is high on rhetoric and high handed tactics but thin on quality research. “The only basis for the knee jerk reaction on lock-outs is an increase in reported assaults in the inner city precincts. Informed observers can quickly point to the reason for this, namely:
· A chronic lack of visible police resources at night;

· The Government’s failure to provide the necessary infrastructure to support the major growth in Melbourne’s late night economy;

· The Government’s failure to tackle underage binge drinking and unsupervised access to alcohol and drugs by adolescents, and associated mental health issues.
· Rapid increases in population growth (Melbourne’s population is increasing by 60,000 per annum), tourism and major events. (The level of assaults is in fact not proportionately any different to other areas of society given the many hundreds of thousands of people who frequent Melbourne’s entertainment precincts every week).
Mr Iwaniuk concluded that, while frustrated and disappointed, he remains committed to working with all stakeholders to tackle the true underlying causes of problem behaviours in our society. Mr Iwaniuk has called on the Government to abandon its lock-out trials, undertake proper consultation with the industry, undertake more informed research, and adopt a 10 point plan to protect and not destroy our world famous entertainment precincts:
· Providing adequate uniformed police resources and creating a permanent, well resourced highly visible police presence at all times
· Making greater use of teams of private security in public places to support police efforts 

· Improving public transport including 24 hour train services and better taxi services

· Ensuring vastly improved and accessible public toilet facilities

· Introducing sobering up centres and associated psychological counselling services
· Tackling illegal drinking in the streets by better enforcement and not allowing bottle shops to trade past 8pm in entertainment precincts.

· Introducing a comprehensive range of measures to combat underage drinking and unsupervised parties 
· Increasing penalties for offenders who commit offences in public places

· Introducing TAC style campaigns to change public attitudes to underage and binge drinking

· Establishing an representative hospitality industry consultative group to provide informed advice to the Government
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